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a resolution recommending that pending the settlement of a
detailed scheme of post-war reforms, the administrative approval
of the Government of India to legislative measures regarding
local self-government and primary education be withheld and
that where sanction, had already been given the Government of
India should recommend to the Local Government the desirabi-
lity of suspending further action in regard to such measures.
Sir Sankaran Nair explained that, as it was* not known what
reforms were likely to be introduced, it was impossible
to refuse sanction to measures generally on the ground
that they might be repugnant to future reforms and he
was unable, therefore, to accept the resolution on behalf of
Government.
In the Delhi session, the resolutions brought forward were
not inferior in importance.
On February 6th 1918, Mr. Sarma moved a resolution
recommending the redistribution of provincial areas on a language
basis, but the mover found very little support for his proposals
and the resolution was negatived by a large majority. The
same member brought forward a resolution on February 20th
recommending the total prohibition of the use of alcoholic and
intoxicating liquors and drugs. The resolution received strong
support from non-official members but Sir George Barnes on
behalf of Government, while claiming to have the cause of tem-
perance as much at heart as the mover, pointed out the practical
objections to the acceptance of the resolution.
Mr. Sastri on February 27th moved a resolution recom-
mending that recruitment for the Public Works Department
and the Railway Engineering service should within a reasonable
time be made wholly in India. Sir Claude Hill on behalf of
Government was unable to accept the resolution. On the same
date, Mr. Sastri's resolution regarding the appointment of
Indians to the majority of posts in the services recruited in India
and the educational qualifications prescribed for admission to
those services was negatived, and his resolution recommending
that the technical and scientific services should after a period of
ten* years be recruited'entirely in India was withdrawn after
discussion on February 28th.